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This is the second quarterly newsletter of the Hilton Ratepayers’ Association (HRA) 

following that issued in January 2014. 

 

The objective of the newsletter is to update the residents of Hilton on various matters which 

should be of interest or concern. Such matters include proposed developments in the Hilton 

area, and infrastructure such as water, electricity and roads. 

 

The newsletter is circulated to all on the HRA database via e-mail and Facebook, and 

carried by the website www.hiltonvillage.co.za.  

 

We encourage all ratepayers in the Hilton area (Wards 6 and 7) to pay the membership 

fee of R200/annum. These finances are used for various circumstances which may arise; 

examples are legal fees as and when required, payments for specific investigations and 

reports, etc. 

 

Developments 

   

Current and proposed developments are as follows: 

 

1. Evergreen 1  Residential. Formerly Toscana. Directly opposite Cowan House school 

and on the northern side of Dennis Shepstone Drive. Comments on the layout, etc. 

were requested by uMngeni Municipality before 17 April and this development could 

proceed shortly. 

 

2. Evergreen 2  Residential. Adjoins Evergreen 1 beyond Page Place. A public meeting 

was held on the scoping study. The EIA and more detailed design are in progress. 
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These two developments approximately adjacent to each other will have about 1200 sites. 

The potential problems with the developments include a wetland which will fall into, or close 

to, this development, wastewater treatment, and traffic on Dennis Shepstone Drive. 

 

3. Hilton Mondi from Summit Rd. to Shepstone Place portion E.  Residential. Will probably 

go ahead. 

 

4. Hilton Mondi from the Rotunda area and across the highway. Residential, office and 

commercial developments. The HRA and others have objected formally to the 

procedure that led to the approval of the wastewater treatment plant. Response 

awaited. 

 

5. Erf 330 opposite Protea Hilton Hotel.  Nothing formal yet. 

 

6. New Hospital  Should open this year. 

 

7. Station siding area   Previous development proposals for this area have lapsed but 

others will surely follow. 

 

Should all of the above developments go ahead they could lead to doubling the population 

of Hilton, with all the associated implications for traffic flow, infrastructural requirements, 

etc. There are, of course, pros and cons for all the developments, but the HRA is concerned 

that each development is being planned on its own and not coordinated in an integrated 

development plan for Hilton. 

 

The Chairman of the HRA has written to the General Manager of Economic Development 

and Planning at uMngeni Municipality, welcoming the opportunity to comment upon the 

Draft Land Use Management System but suggesting that more detailed planning is 

necessary for the holistic development of Hilton. 

 

The HRA is considering approaching some residents of Hilton who have expertise in town 

planning and asking them to carry out a detailed planning review. For such an undertaking, 

some finance will obviously be required. Here again, we request Hilton ratepayers to 

contribute their annual subscriptions for such purposes. Banking details are: 

 

     



  
Nedbank  

   Name of a/c:  Hilton Ratepayers Association 

   Bank code:   151925 

   Account No:   151900450 

   Reference:  Your Name   

   

Water supply  

There is concern about the supply in Hilton, especially in the light of the proposed 

developments. A current example is the Mountain Homes area where it is understood that 

the water pressure decreases rapidly, and can cease altogether, if the main supply 

reservoir drops to less than 80% full. It is understood that a tender to address water supply 

in Hilton is to be sent out sometime this year with foreign finance to be available.  

 

Valuations   

A new contract is to be awarded this year for revising property valuations and for a new 

roll to be completed in 2015. The HRA has undertaken to make representations to the 

Municipality to ensure fair assessments. 

 

AGM   

The annual AGM was held on 25 March 2014. 100 residents were present. This is a rather 

disappointing turnout as it is in all residents’ interest to make themselves aware of what is 

happening in Hilton and also voice their concerns. We certainly do not have all the answers 

but we do our best to address them. If you have complaints, questions or suggestions, in 

particular concerning potholes, water accounts and street lights, please send these to 

Carey Wilde-Hughes at: carey@remaxmidlands.co.za. 

 

In a recent interview a well-known retired politician stated that the expectation that 

government will deliver while the people are bystanders has never been correct. A robust 

and active civil society is the key to effective government. The HRA exists to perform that 

role and can only do so with the support and participation of its members. 

 

The HRA welcomes two new members to the committee:  Brad Lancaster and Charlene 

Vos.   

 

At the AGM it was brought to the attention of those present that there is more than R9 

million in arrears rates owing by Hilton ratepayers. This is of great concern in a community 

such as Hilton. We like to think that Hilton ratepayers, whatever they may feel about the 



  
rates they are required to pay, would meet their obligations. Clearly we cannot expect 

quality Municipal services if this situation persists, let alone complain about them. 

 

 

 

 


